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REMARKS/A RGUMENTS 
Reconsideration and continued examination of this application are respectfully requested. 
The amendment to the claims are fully supported by the present application, including the 
clair r ,asorig M , y ffledaswelI as , fo rinstance, pag es 8 ,ll,12,and.8.^ 
of new matter should arise. Accordingly, entry of this amendment is respectfully requested. 

Withrespectto the amendments, the term '%b<>urtosb^n deleted from claim 1. Claims25 
and 34 have been amended to recite the pH of the completion fluid or spent completion fluid. 
Claims33 and41 have been converted to independent claims. ClaimSShasbeenamendedtorecite 
that the alkali metal formate includes cesium formate and is now dependent on claim 33. 

Bythisamendment, claims 1-18, 20, and 22-60 are pending. While claims 11-24, 44-52, and 
58 are withdrawn, the applicants believe that with the allowance of claim 1 and the remaining 
independent claims, the remaining claims should be allowable as well since they relate to method 
claims that are using the compositions of the independent claims that have been examined. 
Accor<nngly,theExamineris^^ 
the claims. 

The following comments are submitted in view of the final Office Action and Advisory 



Action. 



At page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 9 and 32 under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
first paragraph. The Examiner asserts that these claims contain subject matter not set forth in the 
specification. Particularly, the Examiner asserts that the specification teaches a maximum of 2.2 for 
the specific gravity of the composition and refers to page 26. For the following reasons, this 

rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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In as the Examiner io.ows, .he density ofasoHd or Uquidise^a! to the specific 

gravity of the same solid or Houid. The present appUcation, in the claims as well as in the 
specification, for instance, a,pagel2, specifically recites the density of me composition which can 
befromaboutl.2 to about2.4. Thus, the specific gravity would be me same smce me composition 

1.2 to about 2.4. In addition, as indicated previously, International Patent Application No. WO 
96/31435,for instance, atpage 10, line 34 specifies a specific gravity of between 1.2 to about 2.5 for 
thistypeoffluid. rasInternationdPat^tAppnc^ 

page9 > line7ofmepresentappUc a tion.Accordingl y ,clear support does exist for the subject matter 
of claims 9 and 32 as amended. Accordingly, this rejection should be withdrawn. 

At the bottom of page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 30, 3 1 , 43 , and 59 
under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. The Examiner asserts that these claims are indefinite 
because the phrase "mutual solvent" does not have antecedent basis. For the following reasons, this 
rejection should be withdrawn. 

Withrespect to these claims, theseclaims have been amended to address the antecedent basis 
remarks raised by the Examiner. These amendments are editorial in nature. Accordingly, this 
rejection should be withdrawn. 

Atpage 3 of me Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 8-10, 25-32, 34-43, and 
54-56 under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being anticipated by Parlar et al. (U.S. PatentNo. 2001/0036905 
Al). The Examiner asserts that Parlaretal. shows a filter cake clean up composition whichincludes 
abreaker such as a chelating agent, a certain acid, and a brine which can contain potassium formate 
or cesium formate. The Examiner further asserts that even at a level of 70% brine, the Examiner 
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^^^0*^1*40^*^1^^^ Furthermore ^ 

For the following reasons, this rejection is respectfully traversed. 

A S stated by the Examiner, Parlar et al. only teaches or suggests, at most,a P Hof8 
regarding the filter cake composition. While the applicants believe that the term "about 9" set forth 
in claim 1 would clearly avoid a pH of 8 considering the differences with respect to each pH 
number, to expedite prosecution of this appUcation, claim 1 has been amended to recite a P H of 
rrom9toaboutl4.Accordmg)y,^ 

Parlaretal. With respect to the remaining independent claims and the claims dependent thereon, 
claims 25 and 34 now recite the samepH language as set forth in amended claim I. In addition, 
claim 41 has been amended to be independent and include the language of claim 34 prior to this 
amendment The applicants note that the Examiner has indicated that claim 33 is objected to and 
otherwise would be allowable and therefore it would appear mat claim 41 which contains the same 
language should also be allowable as written since it incorporates the language of claim 34 as 
previously pending. 

in view of the above, the rejection should be withdrawn. 

The applicants appreciate the Examiner's indication that claims 4, 7, 33, and 53 are objected 
to but otherwise would be allowable. As indicated above, claim 33 has been made independent and 
the applicants believe mat claim 41 should also be allowable in view of the Examiner's indication 
wimresr*cttoclaim33. Furthermore, in view ofthe above comments, the applicants believethat 
all claims are in condition for allowance. The Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned 
by telephone should there be any remaining questions as to the patentability ofthe present 
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application over the cited references. 

also be in condition for allowance. 

FinaUy, the applicants do wish to point out that with respect to me Infonnauon Disclosure 
Statement filed on July 10, 2003, the applicants have not received a returned Form-,449 showing 
the Examiner's consideration of these references. The Examiner is respectfaUy requested to show 
his considerationof these references by returning a signed 1449form. The applicants and the 
undersigned appreciate the Examiner's cooperation in this matter. 
CONCLUSION : 

In view ofthe foregoing remarks, the applicants respectfullyrequestthereconsiderationofthls 
application and the timely allowance ofthe pending claims. 

If there are any other fees due in connection with the filing of this response, please charge the 
fees to Deposit Account No. 03-0060. If. fee is required for an extension oftime under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.136not accounted forabove, such extension isrequested and should also be charged to said Deposit 
Account. 

Respectfiillyjubm^te^ 

°Xuke A. ifilylc 
Reg. No. 33,251 

Atty. DocketNo. 00087CIP (3600-295-01) 
KILYK & BOWERSOX, P.L.L.C 
53 A East Lee Street 
Warrenton, VA 20186 
Tel: (540)428-1701 
Fax.: (540) 428-1720 



-12- 



PACE 15/16 * RCVD AT 1/15/2004 3:16:16 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/3 - DNJS:8729306 * CSID:54M281721 * DURATION (mm-SS):06-2 



